"day of August next. 


CHRONICLE 


(NEW SERIES). 


PUBLISHED WEENLY. 


319 no. Trust to God, and do what is right.”” Psalms. 


— 


Vor, VI. No. 32.) 


Lonpox, Sth of Sivan, A. M. 5610.—May 16, 1859. 


No., 2137. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION TO THIS JOURNAL. 
UNstTamMpep Copixs. 
Annual, 10s. 6d.; Half Yearly, 5s.6d.; Quarterly, 2s. 9d. 
STAMPED Copies. 
Annual, l6s. 6d.; Half Yearly, %s.; Quarterly, 4s. 64. 


but to tho-e Forcign parts where an extra is charged at the Post Office, 
the amouat of the same wil be added to the original subscription. 


NOTICE. 

The arrangements with reference to the Prize Essays previously 
mentioned being completed, the Proprietor of the Jewish Chronicle now 
announces that two subjects have been selected for competition, aud to 
each writer of the best essay on either will be awarded the sum of £5. 
The adjudication will be left to the decision ef two most competent 
judges. The essays must be copied in a fair legible hand, aud be 
written on only one sule of the paper, so as to be easily read (these 
conditions are indispensable), and each essay should not exceed, 
when priated, 48 pages of an ordinary octave pamphlet, and must 
be forwarded to the Jewish Chronicle Ofice ex-or befwe the jist 
The suljects proposed are 
I. ‘The Post-Biblical History of the Jews, compiled from both 

Jewish and Christian authorities. 


If. A Translation and Commentary on Chapters vir., vit, Ln., and 


the Jewish Commentaries thercon. 


scaled, so as not to be opened unless successful. 


—— 


THE PURPOSE OF THE DIVINE WORD REVEALED ON 
SINAL. 
A SERMON FOR THE FEAST OF PENTECOST (ayn ayw). 
By tue Rev. Proressor 8S. M. Pu.Dr., F.G.OS. 


Hail, thou beautiful, hallowed festival morning, Israel’s most glorious day ! 
Hail, thou day on which the Lord revealed himself to his creatures, the day 
on which came from heaven light and life for all the inhabitants of the earth 
—ten thousand welcomes to thee! How rejoiced is every Jewish breast at 
the hour of thy dawn! how quickly beats every religious heart at thy 
blissful arrival with joyous and giaddening emotion! Fools may seek their 
happiness in treasures which they garner for perishableness; fools may look 


for their salvation in transient goods, and sacrifice to them all the pious — 


feelings of the heart; but we, the faithful worshippers of that God who 
made thee to usher in salvation for the whole human race, we will seek our 
happiness only in the fulfilment of that law which was given us by God to 
secure to us eternal, everlasting life! Be thou welcomed by us again with 


all our heart, thou matchlessly glorious day, on which God descended from | 


the regions of light to manifest himself to the children of the covenant. We 
again salute thy arrival the three thousand one hundred and sixty-fourth 
time!...May therefore the holiness and the spirit of the law revealed on this 


day penetrate us with gladness, and at all times (mm 


that it may ever give us religious life,as on this day! Amen. 


No feast, my brethren, none of the festivals celebrated by Israel, 
equals the Feast of Weeks ; for however fertile in affectionate emotions 


' Deuteronomy vi. 24. 


| they all may be, however lovelily they may be adorned with the remem 


brances of the tokens of the Divine grace and mercy vouchsafed t 
our ancestors in days of vore, none of them have the greatness or th® 
importance of the Feast of Weeks. Firstly, because the deeds com 
memorated by other festivals are only individual manifestations of th® 
Divine mercy, and are therefore much inferior both in importance and 
in numbers to those deeds which we celebrate by the Feast of Weeks; 
secondly, because they are confined to benejits conferred on Israel 
alone, whilst the events celebrated by the Feast of Weeks excel all in 
grandeur and remarkable incidents, and, above all, though only shown 
to Israel, they yet concern the whole world. 


What an important and eventful day is the Feast of Weeks ! 


For about 430 years the sons and daughters of the princes of Canaan 
were slaves in Egypt; even the sons and daughters of him who by 
his wisdom, and “the Spirit of God which was within him,”*? rescued 
a whole country from death by starvation, were compelled, by way of 
remuneration for their ancestor’s service, to ‘* work in mortar, and in 
bricks, and in all manner of service in the field.”* But this was not 
all. By the bondage of centuries, pure morals also gradually vanished 


from the midst of Israel; the invisible and only God, to whom their 


vious ancestors dedicate. altars, groves, and pillars, near Elon- More, 

devotion, had to make room for an abominable worship of beasts, and 
Isracl “ changed her glory into the similitude of an ox ‘that eateth 


grass.”° Then supplicated the few who had remained faithful to the’ 
_ God of their fathers; and God heard their groaning, and remembered 


- his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob;® and He 
Lit., of the Prophecy of Isaiah, comprehending a vindication of | 


stretched out his mighty arm, and said to the prisoners, “Go forth,” 


and to them that were in darkness, ‘ Show yourselves.’ But this was 


not enough ; Israel’s happiness was now to become as at as her 
The names of the authors should be sent separately, enclosed and | a fa Ys 


misfortunes had been; and God, after having (fifty days previously) 


| broken the chains which fettered their bodies, after having strength- 


ened and invigorated them by every enjoyment and gratification which 


his studies.” 


paternal love could invent, led them to Horeb, a mountain in the 
Arabian desert, there to render them worthy of beholding his Divine coun- 
tenance ;* and though they were there to be burdened with a new yoke, 


? Genesis 38. > Exodus i.14._ 
* Genesis xii. 7, 8; xiii. 7; xxi.33; xxii. 9; xxviii. 18; xxxv. 7, 14, 15. 

5 Psalm evi. 20. ® Exodus ii. 23, 24. 7 Isaiah xlix. 9. 

* The Midrash gives the following beautiful simile of this paternal care: 


' —The son of a king, after recovering from a long illness, was ordered by his. 


tutor again to attend the college. But the king rejoined, “ My son has not 
even yet recovered his former appearance, and shall I send him already to 
school {| No; let my son first, for two or three months, recruit his health 
by invigorating enjoyments, and then he will be in a condition to resume 
Thus was it with Israel when they went forth from Egypt. 


_ They were worthy of receiving the law, bat there were among them men 


suffering from hard bondage and over fatigue. The Holy One, blessed be He! 
then said, ** My children have not yet recovered their physical strength, and 
shall they already receive the law ? No; let them first recruit their health 
by the ‘wells, the manna, and the quails,’ and then shall they receive the 
law.” Therefore the revelation did not take piace till the third month. 
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it is to be a voke so light, so easy, so salutary for him who receives 
it in love and resignation, that it shall not lacerate the neck which 
carries it, but rather serve to restore its former erect position, and to 

ard it against presumptuous overbearing, by which it too often is 
yoke of the law m3>> submission to the Hea- 
venly rule, which to the pious is no burden, but rather an ornament 
inherited from Mount Horeb (217 

Yea, on Horeb was this ornament awarded, on Horeb the law of 
God was given to them—that law which was destined to destroy and 
annihilate all religious delusion and all religious craftiness of ancient 

aganism. Horeb was its name, be- 

ecause thence proceeded the law which destroyed the religious exist- 
ence of nations ; meow 13 Sinai was its name, 
because from the law given there proceeded a holy contest against the 
delusions of the heathen. On Horeb was kindled a flame of know- 
ledge calculated to penetrate the thickest darkness, and to light up 
everything obscure ; on Horeb was Israel coasecrated “ a kingdom of 
priests, and a holy nation.” "' 

This is the feast which we celebrate this day; has Isracl, has the world, 
I ask, a more important one? But if this feast is the most important 
of all Jewish feasts, it deserves to be celebrated by us with a special 
zeal ; and how can we celebrate it in a manner more pleasing to God, 
than by searching the law on the day of its appointment, and by devoting 
oursacred reflections toinquire into its purport ? But what reflection can 
appear to us this day more necessary and urgent than that respecting 
the essence of this law—of its task, its vocation, its purpose? Let 
me, then, now address you on the purpose or THE Divine Worp 
REVEALED ON Sinar; and, with that view, I recall to you the words 
of our Prophet Isaiah— 


“ Anp I HAVE PUT MY WORDS IN THY MOUTH, AND I HAVE COVERED 

THEE IN THE SHADOW OF MINE HAND, TO PLANT THE HEAVEN, AND TO 


LAY THE FOUNDATION OF THE EARTH, AND TO SAY UNTO Zion, Tuov 
ART MY PEOPLE.” —Isaiah 1i. 16. 


The purpose of the Divine word revealed on Sinai is— 
I. 


To disclose to Israel the knowledge of God, and thereby to secure her 
ow) “ And I have put my words in thy mouth, and I have covered 
thee in the shadow of my hand, to plant thy Aearen.” 

When God had completed his wonderful and glorious creation, he 
created the crown thereof—an earthly being in his Divine image— 
man. Man was, by the advantages and capacities of his bodily frame, 
to become king and ruler of all that God deemed indispensably neces- 
sary for this earthly world. But more, he was, by his God-like spirit, 
to excel the angels, the seraphs surrounding the Divine throne. He 
was endowed by God with ability to choose and to reject, to exercise 
and to refrain from acting, to love and to hate. But he was to choose 
the good, and to reject the evil; he was to practise the good and to 
refrain from evil—to love good and hate evil; for observing which God 
intended as an inheritance tor him a realmof undisturbed peace in abet- 
ter future. Man, however, surrounded by enticements and earthly grati- 


fications, soon forgot his duty, and but too soon made use of his capa-| 


city as a free agent,and chose—evil. He was, however, censured by con- 


‘science—his good angel--for his bad conduct ; he was driven from the 


Paradise of his unalloyed joys, which the consciousness of an unblem- 
ished life conferred, and had bitterly to bewail his transgressions from 
the Divine path. Yet he was not the worst of sinners, for he repented ; 
but the descendants of later generations, succumbing more to the pas- 
sions than to the Divine mandates, pandered, without even feeling 
remorse, to all earthly cravings, and in their intoxication they rebelled, 
and lost the Divine stamp which had been impressed on their fore- 
heads. They were swept away by the flood of their sins, and “ were 
blotted out from the earth,”"* A few men only, who, though not 
altogether free from sin, yet, in comparison with their contemporaries, 
were righteous and perfect, were saved from the deluge ; the destruc- 
tion of their contemporaries, and their own miraculous preservation 


~ 


eben wana poapo ome pat 
(397 | 


pre Fey ii. of my collection of Sermons, under the title “ Israel.” 


Exod. xxxiii. 6. 
" Exodus xix. 6, 


Leipsic, 


12 Genesis vii. 23. 
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made them better men, and they became grateful, and offered sacri- 
fices of gratitude. But the descendants of these men again let loose 
the bridle of their passions, conspired against their Lord and God, 
and though they were dispersed they did not cease to sin. From the 
fear of sharing the fate which befell their predecessors, they hit upon 
the abominable idea of appeasing God by sacrificing their own off- 
spring. An atrocious murder was elevated into an act of Divine wor- 
shi : and the altars on which formerly rams and bullocks were offered 
in Lente of God, now smoked with sacrifices in the suape of innocent 
bleeding children. But this was not all. ‘There came days of stupifi- 
cation and infatuation: because nature, a manifestation of Divine 
power, was nearer to them than its cause—Gop ; because the spiritual 
being uncomprehended by them appeared too high and too pure for 
them, they chose that which was nearest to them, the symbols of 
several grand works of nature, to worship as divine beings; and the 
crime of child-murder was even aggravated, by sacrificing living men 
to dead idols. Men, instead of governing nature, were governed by 
nature. .. Then the Lord awakened a man beyond the Euphrates, Abra- 
ham the Hebrew, and inspired him with the true worship of the true and 
invisible God, and promised him to establish a ~ kingdom of God on 
earth by his descendants. Abraham taught the God known by him 
in truth to his descendants, and instilled into their minds to walk in 
His ways, and become fortified in the pure knowledge of His being. 
Four generations carefully kept the inheritance of their ancestor; and 
under the oppression and suffering which they endured in Egypt— 
whither their fathers had emigrated at the Divine behest—remained 
unshaken, firm, and faithful to their only God, and to the command- 
ments given to their fathers. As these commands were but few in 
number, and not applicable to the whole human life, and because the 
grand-children of Abraham were idolators, and began to follow the 
bad example of the Egyptians, the Lord redeemed them from Esypt 
by judgment and astounding works, made them an independent people, 
and gave them ten commandments, which breathe the purest know- 
ledge of God, besides 603 precepts, which apply to the whole human 
life, and at every step recall revealed religion to their memory. 

From henceforth the pure knowledge of God was never to depart from 
Israel; now they were all to recognise the God whom their fathers 
had known and adored, and walk in His ways ; now none of them were 
any more to worship idols, none to adore a created being as the 
Creator, none to offer any more human sacrifices to Him who created 
man in love, and cannot therefore desire his death, Now they were 
all to know that obedience is better than sacrifice ;* now they were all 
to trust in God and fear him—not, however, as the slave fears his 
master, but with reverence blended with love, as children fear their 
father (O>7>x “> one om3.)'* For this, however, they were to inherit a 
kingdom of undivided bliss; for this they were, after leaving this 
earth, to rejoice in their God, and in the God of their salvation.'* 
For this they were to be called worthy of salvation — the pious who 
shall eat the fruit of their doings." Thus is the purpose of God 
revealed on Sinai (aw yur), * to plant the heaven.” 

The purpose of the Divine word revealed on Sinai was, however, not 
only to plant Israel's heaven—viz., salvation in a future life—but also, 


il. 


(y>x to“) “ To lay the foundations of the earth ;" namely, by the in- 
fluence of the Ten Commandments to secure for ber a happy and joyful 
life here. ‘The greater portion of the Decalogue cautions against the 
violation of the most sacred duties which one man should exercise 
towards another in order to maintain social life. For can there exist 
anything more holy, anything better calculated to promote the welfare 
of society, than the love and reverence of parents by their children ? 
or is there anything more abominable than ungratefully to discard those 
who gave us life—than to embitter the last days of their existence 
with grief? Is there anything more sublime than to embrace every 
man with love asa brother, and to aid and assist him in the hour of 
danger and trouble by advice and benevolence? or is there anything more 
dreadful than to take the life of a being of equal nature with ourselves, 
created in the image of God, and endowed with a Divine spirit? Is 
there anything more exalted than to revere the ties consecrated by 
God, the Fountain of love, and, if possible, to render them still closer 
by word and example ? or is there anything more horrible than to cast 
the destructive firebrands of discord into the temple of peace—the 
undisturbed habitation of love? Is there anything more just, or more 
necessary for the maintenance of socicty, than to respect the rights of 
property acquired by man by the sweat of his brow? or is there any- 
thing more calculated to undermine all industrial pursuits and the cul- 
tivation of the arts, than to appropriate to ourselves anything for which 


| Samuel xv.22. Deut.xiv.l, Habakkukiii. 18, Isaiah iii,10. 
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we have not toiled, laboured, nor taken any pains? Is there anything 
loftier or holier than to speak the truth—truth, the symbol and the 
crest of God ?" or is there anything more pernicious than to defile our 
tongues, received from the Creator as a blessing, by bearing false wit- 
ness against our neighbour against ourown conscience? Is there any- 
thing more beautiful or more conducive to morality than to content 
ourselves with the portion allotted to us by the Possessor of all? or is 
there anything more detestable, or more deplorable in its conse- 
quences, than to suffer our passions uncurbed to rule and prevail, and 
sunk in the mire of our lusts to covet the property and domestic pos- 
sessions of our neighbour?’ But these laws, the practice of which is 
so indispensably requisite for the consolidation of civil rights, so 
necessary for the foundation and perpetuation of the carth, dost thou 
not find them, my brother, in the ten sentences pronounced by that 
glorious revelation on Sinai? Yea, in truth, “ God has put his words 
in our mouths, and covered us with the shadow of his hand, to plant 
our heaven, and to lay the foundations of our earth.” 


And to say unto Zion, “ Thou art my people” 


To practise all these exalted teachings and to obey them, in 
order that thereby all people of the earth may receive them as a 
common boon, and propagate them throughout the world and carry 
them to the utmost boundaries of the earth, wast rnov my people 
this day appointed by God. “Gop HAS PUT HIS WorDs IN THY 
MOUTH AND COVERED THER WITH THE SHADOW OF HIS HAND TO PLANT 
THE HEAVEN AND LAY THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE EARTH,” not for 
thyself alone but also for all the inhabitants of the universe ; that thou, 
my Zion, be his people, the people of God, the people impregnated 
with and penetrated by the Spirit of God. Truly a sublime calling 
this! Happy he whose calling is such and who responds to this calling. 
“T have put my words in thy mouth.” How great a happiness 
to receive from God Himself the incomparable word, * I have covered 
thee with the shadow of my hand.” Ilow unbounded a mercy this! 
to stand under the immediate protection of our omnipotent God, * To 

lant the heavens and to lay the foundations of the earth,” be led to 
his salyation and to his inheritance as man in his twofold capacity, of 
animal and of spirit; and to say unto Zion “thou art my people,” 
and to promulgate among avr sons of the flesh the happiness of the 
divine law and divine protection, to reach the salvation of heaven and 
the happiness of earth. Truly thrice happy thou if thou fulfil this 
vocation, but woe unto thee if thou barter away thy ornament from 
Horeb, his and thy glory, that which was thy aliment and thy pre- 
servation through all times, for vain delusions and nothingness ; woe 
unto thee, who blessed with such a heavenly task, casts it behind his 
back to administer to the idols of earth, gold, licentiousness, vain 
ambitions, and transient gratifications. O mayest thou take it to thy 
heart, that [no mortal ever was blessed with a higher vocation than 
that of imparting salvation to ALL ; and live accordingly, my people, as 
God and the world have a right to expect of thee. Though thy enemies, 
the enemies of thy faith, say, ** Come forsake the faith of thy fathers 
and every gift, every enjoyment on earth shall be thine.” But I 
tell thee “AN Ow ATT ox) so long 
only as thou receivest the law of God, so long only as there is Inspira- 
tion within thee for the divine word, thou livest: but on the day this 
inspiration ceases, the grave opens her mouth tor thee— and thy inde- 
pendence is swallowed up. © thou witness of my God through three 
thousand years, thou whom the Lord of Israel has guided unscathed 
through the tempests of ages, whom He has carried on eagle’s wings 
and brought to Himself, open thy heart anew to the “ seven times 
purified” law; let not, by profligacy, voluptuousness, by unlawful 
gratifications, the noble icherteanes of thy parents be snatched away 
from thee ; let not by withering pomp and dazzling vanities of the 
earth, the crown of thy head—thy heaven, be taken from thee 
52 BM WIP “ for where God in the temple of His 
holiness, in the human heart is to reign, there everything earthly 
must be silent before Him.” . 

Therefore, ye children of Israel, hear the werd of God: (72xn 72 
Senza 33am apy ma) * Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, 
and tell the children of Israel.’ ‘This passage our sages explain : 
“Thou shalt say it in soft language unto the women; thou shalt tell it 
in bold manly language unto the men.” *” Thus I address you,‘after the 
manner of our sages of yore. Wives and mothers! you are dispensed 
from the obligation of many a religious custom by our sacred religion, 
not because you—as many a fool believes, as many an enemy of our 
faith would have you believe—are not considered of equal worth with 
men, but because our religion would prepare you for a beautiful voca- 


— 


tion would lead to much more accurate results than could be ex 


== 


tion, appointing you as the educators and teachers of the little ones. 
Be, therefore, mindful of this your high calling. Educate your children 
in the fear of God ; instil early into their hearts the love of the reli- 
gion of our fathers, the love of virtue, the love of all human beings 
without distinction of tribe or creed, the love of fatherland, the love of 
What constitutes the merit and happiness of women? Nothing but 
their bringing up their children to the law of God, “‘ which embraces 
all the laws of virtue and morality.” 

But you, husbands and fathers, hear a manly word. Their first reli- 
gious impressions your children receive from your wives; but their 
cultivation in religion, the lasting inspiration which begets great deeds 
worthy of the name of Israel, these they are to receive of you. You 
must instruct your children yourselves in the word of God, in its 
purity and clearness, or have them instructed therein ; but, at all 
events, you must set before them an example of devotion to and resig- 
nation for the religion of our fathers, and of practising its observances, 
(Aw voy yrx> yox>) that the Lord may call unto Zion, “ Thou art my 
people.” For if you are not inspired with the love of the religion of 
Israel, how can you expect it from your children? If you yourselves 
transgress the laws of God, how shall your children keep them, who, 
besides, come in contact with so many things not adapted to increase 
their pietv? Therefore, strengthen yourselves first, 
and we shall be strengthened ; YAN if you 
will be a kingdom of priests, the people will be a holy one ! 

Take it then all to heart, all in Israel, the import of our holy voca- 
tion, to become a Zion, a people of God, ADD 
poy maa mr pon “ For behold darkness covered the 
earth, and gross darkness the people, and through thee the Lord rose, 
and his glory was seen through thee.“ For is there one law of the 
laws of virtue, of those statutes (072 avy which man 
has made for himself in order to secure his life—is there one law which 
has not its origin in our sacred faith ? And shall we reject that faith 
which we ourselves teach, which our ancestors sealed with their blood, 
for which they sacrificed their freedom, their position, their property, 
their all—shall we reject that faith “as a vessel wherein is no plea- 
sure 7" Shall we, who have persevered in the days of trouble, when 
fire and sword were used to force us to forswear our religion—shall we 
now, when our circumstances wear a more faveurable aspect, abandon 
our faith voluntarily ? Never | Though even, for the sake of our holy 
Torah, new calamities befall us; though those who have the power and 
the law in their hands again refuse us the enjoyment of indisputable 
privileges ; all this shall not disturb us, shall not cause us to fear. 
XD MD) wrn >Re) We shall not fear, for God 
came to us to exalt and to distinguish us,” to make us inherit the 
crown of eternal life, which adorns us more than all the ornaments of | 
earth, because it comprises both heaven and earth. “ And I have put 
my words in thy mouth, and covered thee with the shadow of my hand, 
to plant thy heaven, and to lay the foundation of thy earth, and to say 
unto Zion, Thou art my people!” Amen. 


THE LAWS OF ISRAEL, 
As represented by the Greeks and Romans. 


By A. Fiscue.. 


A PANORAMA representing the gradual progress of civilisation among 
mankind, or a view of the numerous changes that have taken place in 
the intellectual world—however difficult such a task might appear— 
could at once be procured by unfolding the pages of Israel's history, 
and examining the degree of esteem in which this nation has been held 
during each age of its existence ; or, rather, the vicissitudes it endured 
in respect to a due appreciation by the Gentiles. Such an pomereres 
cte 
from analysing the constitution and writings of every nation indivi- 
dually ; for however strictly such analysis might be effected, it would 
be like beginning to eradicate a tree by its branches. ‘The root or 
first cause should be resorted to, and in this case; as we said before, 
we may take as our standard the history of the Jews; not because 
they could be at all times brought forward as the emblems of morality 
and virtue, not because they could always boast of an eminent d 

of civilization—we are, alas! obliged to acknowledge that this was 
not always the case, the temptation from without having often, very 


#1 y+ ma7a Vide Rashi in loco; which also explains why the German 
Jews call the Synagogue “ Schul.” 
Isaiah Ix. 2. *3 Hosea viii. 8. 
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often, insinuated itself among the daughters of Zion—but the distine- 
tion that we claim for the descendants of Abraham is, because they have 
received, cherished, and preserved the laws of Moses, and erected 
them as an ensign to the nations, to walk by the light thereof in the 
path of justice. Yes: they have preserved their laws at the expense 
of their flesh and blood; they possess them yet, notwithstanding the 
harassing torments they have had to endure through their perseverance. 
O wonderful success! Had even a Creesus emptied his chambers of 
gold to preserve Babylon's tower or Nineveh’s walls, these would in 
vain have endeavoured to brave that which a few vards of parchment 
have resisted—a few leaves which, however smail, have been an Inex- 
haustible source of information to man, and have impayied their 
treasures to all who would accept ther. 

The Mosaic code of laws has been more than four mi//enxia on this 
earth, and during this pericd, in passing through the hands of the 
learned among various nations, it has been represented in different 
ways. This diversity of opinion originates, partly, from the mental 
bias of some, who wish to apply it to their own doctrines, and partly 
from the fear of others that a faithful exposition of its intrinsic value 
might prove dangerous to their own inherited philosophy. Many cen- 
turies have now passed over this distingu’shed relic of antiquity; and 
reason, having effected an entire revolution in the mind of man, stands 
now as the conqueror of ancient barbarism. The whole civilised world 
looks, in the present day, with respect towards the works of the great 
legislator, and all admit that his words emanated from a Divine Source. 
The Pentateuch, they say, contains the word of God, and as such it 
minutely jnio this point: lot it suffice, then, to state, that such Is not 
must remain holy to us, and binding on our generations. If in any 
point the imperfections of man may be perceived, it is surely in this ; 
for many who have attetitively read the Bible, and found therein the 
declaration that this Jaw shall not be changed,' that ** these words 
shall not be removed, neither from thy mouth nor from thy children’s 
mouth for ever,? and numerous other assurances of the Pentateuch’s 
validity, even these attempt to distort its contents, and waste intellect 
and time in endeavouring to show that the Mosaic laws are but partly 
binding on the Jews, and were intended as their laws only whilst they 
were in a state of barbarism. Yet if any argument would fail to per- 
suade the opponents of Moses that these laws were indeed intended 
to be the perpetual guide of Isracl, we would undertake to prove that 
they can only be maintained in perfection by a body of men much 
superior in civilisation to the children of this age. If politiciaus call 
“liberty” the foundation of a perfect constitution, to what greater 
extent can liberty be carried than to that of a theocrac\ ° where every 
man has to ask his conscience what is lawful, and has to account to 
God, and not to man, for his actions? Moses’ political system is not 
that of a hierarchy, but that ofa theocratic republic, in which brother- 
hood and‘ equality of rights are the fundamental principles.? We 
should digress too much trom our subject were we to enter more 
only the opinion of Jews, for even learned Christians have not failed 
to notice this fact. Let us hear what Lierder says: “ The Mosaic 
political scheme some call, in derision, a * God's regiment!’ Forsooth, 
were we only possessed of such a constitution, according to the 
degree of our civilisation! Yes; it is this very point which all men 
wished, for which all sages worked, but to establish which none but 
Moses had'the courage to undertake, and that yet in the infancy of 
time ; namely, that the law should reign, and not the lawgiver; that 
a free nation accept it freely, and follow it willingly: that an invisible, 
intellectual, beneficent power direct us, and not chains nor ties. ‘This 
was the idea of Moses, and Ireally do not think that there could exist 
a purer, a sublimer doctrine. But, unfortunately, he came with it 
and its preparations three or jour millennia too svon 3 ves, perlaps after 
six millennia the appearance cf a second Moses would yet be too early.” * 

We advisedly make these remarks, in order to show why the Jews 
consider the opinions of other nations respecting themselves a matter 


Deut. iv.2. Vide Maimonides’ Commentary on p>n, art.9; also 
790, and 3° Spy 7D, 
Isaiah lix. 21. 
? The liberty which the Jews enjoyed during their confirmation with the 
Jaws of Moses was the cause of their rebellion against the tyranny of the 
Romans, in consequence of which the Romans considered them a restless 
people. Dion Cassius says of them, that they are a nation “of most violent 
temper ;”’ to which he adds, however, “that, being conquered bythe Romans, 
they endured many troubles” (lib. xlix.). Ammianus Marceilinus relates, 
that ‘*Julianus, in passing through Palestine in his way to Egypt, having 
been often plagued by the rebellious Jews, exclaimed mournfully, “ O Mar- 
comannians, O Quadians, O Sarmatians, at last I have found yet more rest- 
less people !” (lib. xxii.) Juvenal complains of “ their despising the Roman 
laws, and adhering to those of Moses” (Sat. xiv. 11). 
* Geist der Ebraischen Poesie, T. ii. ch. v. 


| 


We proceed now to give our notice of Iamadan. 


of importance. In deriding the laws of other nations, historians could 
only touch thereby the dignity of the lawgivers, and by no means the 
philosophy of the people; as we, inthe present day, meet with nations . 
whose state of civilisation is by far superior to that of their rulers. 
Bat widely different is the case with th: Jews: whoever does not 
respect their laws, despises also their God, their religion, their philo- 
sophy and morality, for these are all part of their laws ; their Torah 
comprehends all the rules necessary to ensure a happy future, and 
from this object ensue the regulations connected with the temporal 
happiness of mortals, rendering, very appropriately, all the temporal 
subservient to the eternal, in which all is one; and to this end they 
refer all the productions of the intellect. If we also consider, that 
they are convinced of the superiority of their own laws, not only by 
reason, but by revelation, it will become clear why they are more sen- 
sitive than other people to the satire vented against them by soine 
whose ignorance, or rather blindness, becomes a matter of pity to 
them. 

he cont need.) 


NOTES ON THE JEWS OF PERSIA UNDER MOHAMMED 
SHAH. 
Obtained from one of themselves. 
By tuk Rev. Anraanam De Sora. 
“ Singula quxque locum teneant sortita decentem.”-— Zor, Art. Port. 
(Continued from page 187.) 

This will be some- 
what brief; since, for the more satisfactory understanding of the state 
of the Israelites resident in this city, we shall give, elsewhere, as many 
particulars concerning its present state as we could obtain. Hamadan 
(7727) in Irak, in the west of Persia, occupies the site of the ancient 
Ecbatana, the capital of Media Magna, and is situated at the foot ofa 
mountain, between Taurus and Ispahan. Ecbatana, which, according 
to Diodorus, was situated at a distance of twelve stadia from Mount 
Urontes, was as ancient as Babylon (Semiramis having caused water 
courses to be made to it), and was very littie inferior to that city or 
to Nineveh in magnificence. Its compass was about 24 Italian miles, 
The book of Judith affirms the walls to have been 70 cubits high, 50 
cubits broad, and the towers upon the gates 100 cubits higher. “ But 
this is to be undersood ouly of the innermost wall, there being seven 
in all about it, each of them higher than the other, and each distin- 
guished by the colour of the several pinnacles ;"' from which variety 
of colours it is thought to have received the name Agbatha or Aghbe- 
thana, identical with the Achmetha of Scripture? Hamadan 
is a very ancient city, and in consequence of its oegr the residence of 
the Persian kings, was called the Royal City. When attacked by 
Jenghiz Khan, in 1220, it still possessed strong walls and a good castle, 
now in ruins. R,. Benjamin de Tudela gives us the following brief 
notice of Hamadan in the latter part of the twelfth century: “ From 
that mount (Chaphtou) to Hamadan is a journey of ten days; this 
was the metropolis of Media, and contains about fifty thousand Jews.* 
In front of one of the synagogues is the sepulchre of Mordecai and 
Esther.”* With this extract from R. Benjamin we shall close ou 
notice of Namadan as it was, and speak of it as it is. 


' Lempriere. 

? This rendering of xtv2"xK by the English authorised version appears objec- 
tionable. The majority of commentators and lexicographers translate it @ 
bow, bottle, or casket. Rashi thus comments upon the passage: “ And there 
was found in the palace,” etc. (Ezra vi.2). There was found,” 
says he, “the copy of a roll in Achmetia, which \chiaetha means, according 
to certain interpreters, a vessel or box, made for [the reception and preser- 
vation of] letters, manuscript rolls,or books. The word, according to these, 
has the same derivation as yon (trenslated in the authorised version, a bottle) 
in Gen. xxi. 14. The letter x in this word is not radical, as is the case with 
other words (of this form)in the Syriac language.” On “xmva3” he 
remarks, “In that palace or citadel, which was in the province of Media.” 
Aben Ezra says, on the same passage: “ In xmv2mK; some say this word is 
synonymous with Mn or bottle (Gen. xxi. 14); others, that it is the name 
of a vessel in which were kept historical records. xmMv23 means, in the 
palace; for the Targum renders wrzaKa by xwv22.” Thus far Aben 
Ezra. A marginal reading has “ Ecbutana ; or, ia a coffer.” Gesenius also 
says it is Ecbatana. The Aruch, Buxtorf, and Stockius, respectively translate 
TramS and zn scrinio,i.e., in a coffer or chest. So the Spanish Jewish trans- 
lators, who have “ fue hallado en bolija,” 


* Our informant estimates the Jewish population to have been, in 1846, 
some 20,000 families. 


* Benj. Itin. vol.i. p.127, Asher. Ed. 
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Divistons—Rivers—Jewisn axp Curistran QuaRTERS 
~~ Srreets — Brinpines — Prison — Mosaqrrs — “ Iwan 


Zavan —Markxer— Cuvrecues —Synacocues HacKke- 
NESETH Morprecnat.” 


Hlamadan is divided by its inhabitants into five parts ; the northern, 
southern, eastern, western, and central. The northern and southern 
portions are chictiy laid out in vineyards and pleasure-grounds, and 
are inhabited by Koords, the descendants of Ammon and Moab. The 
Mahomedan inhabitants of Hamadan repair hither during their intolera- 
bly hot summers. The eastern quarter is exclusively inhabited by the 
followers of the Koran, who are favoured in this division with three 
large and beautiful streams, to wit, the Chidekel, believed by the 
Jewish inhabitants to be identical with that mentioned in the. second 
chapter of Genesis; the Zolah, with its two hundred and fifty mills ; 
and the Krutshai, or Dry River. It is so called because its bed during 
the warm scasen becomes completely drv; but it is also called the 
Delu Tshai, the Foolish or Eccentric River, in consequence of its 
waters doing great mischief during the rainy season. ‘The beautiful 
view and refreshing coolness afforded by these rivers, render the 
eastern part of the city the most desirable as well as the most healthy 
summer residence. ‘The western part of Ilamadan is appropriated to 
the residence of the unbelievers. The Jewish and Christian quarters 
are only separated by a brook of running water; the inhabitants, there- 
fore, are easily enabled to combine, as they do, for mutual assistance 
from robbery and violence. The streets have but an indifferent ap- 
pearance; their pavements being, for the most part, of small stones 
awkwardly put together. The inhabitants are obliged to keep them 
in repair, under penalty of the bastinado. They are also obliged to see 
that the pavements before their houses are duly swept and watered 
three times a day, under the same penalty. There are Jewish over- 
seers, Who make the rounds of the streets to ascertain that this rule 
has been properly observed in their quarter. Sewers there are none ; 
but their places are supplicd by running brooks, which are common to 
the streets of Ilamadan, and which are very useful for the purposes of 
cleansing and bathing. ‘These brooks are also carried through orchards 
and gardens to water them, and then they are taxed. Planted on cach 
side of them are trees, whose shade is mostrefreshing. It is to these 
trees that the untortunate Jews or Christians are tied to reccive 
punishment when they have offended, and, as will be seen hereafter, 
when they are guiltless of offence. Any one found throwing rubbish 
in any of the brooks is fined about twenty dollars, and in default of 
payment receives the bastinado. ‘the streets are not lighted, as few 
go abroad after dark; there are, however, some naphtha lamps in the 
city, on the gates of the market, and attached to some other of the 
public buildings. Water is not found in any of their houses, but 
there is a fountain common to the inhabitants of each street, called 
Vshi-la-chanah. At the extreme west of the city are several Christiaa 
villages. 

(Zo be continued.) 


JEWISH LITERATURE. 
To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 

Sir,—The last number of the Jewish Chronicle reminds me, 
that a few words on Mr. Mitchell's Prize Essays may not at pre- 
sent be altogether out ef place. I perfectly agree with L. L. L., 
that “ if an action is to be estimated by its probable consequences, 
the proprietor of your ably-conducted paper will earn for himself 
the thanks and approbation of every sincere Israelite; and, wit! 
Mr. Goldberg, I may also add, that “it is another proof of his 
generous and unwearied endeavours to raise Judaism by advancing 
the study of its history and literature.”’ 
the Athenians, that on the occasion of choosing an architect for 
a building which they proposed to raise, two candidates presented 
themselves. The first offered his services in a long premelitated 
discourse on the subject, and inclined thie voice of the people in 


his favour; the second contented himself with saying, “ Lords of | 


Athens, what this man hath said, I will do.” A short representa- 
tion of this story has lately been enacted in the columns of the 
Chronicle; the part of the first architect, with his long speech, 
has been attempted by myself; the part of the second by Mr. 
Mitchell. There may be those who may feign an ill-timed in- 
difference to this generous act of a non-wealthy Israelite; and 
there may be others who may shake their heads knowingly, as a 


It has been recorded of | 


would-be-clever connoisseur does, when he wishes to look parti- 
cularly wise ; for myself, | unhesitatingly pronounce it one of the 
most munificent and important acts of Jewish benevolence which 
stands recorded in the year 1859; and, in the fervour of my soul, 
1 look upon this worthy example as a small beginning of a great 
end. As faras I can learn, it has given great satisfaction to 
the readers of the Chronicle: but every rule has its exception; 
aud I was somewhat surprised when, a tew days ago, I received a 
letter from a respected triend, in which I found some strictures on 
the subject of the proposed Essays. ‘* As there is,” says my cor- 
respondent, ‘‘no fixed period given—as, for example, whether it 
is to be the history of the Jews in Spain, France, or Bagdad—we 
are left to infer that the history is to consist of all times and all 
countries; i. e., it is to embrace a period of 2,400 years. But 
such a history no single man can write, since the sources wherein 
these histories are scattered are too numerous, and besides, they 
are written in so many different languages, which are seldom 
understood by any one individual.”* Again, he complains that 
the number of pages (forty-eight) are too few for the work, and 
expresses his astonishment that the sum of £5 only is offered for 
such a work, Now my friend evidently mistook an “ essay,” the 
subject of which is “the Post-Diblical History of the Jews,” for 
a‘ Critical History of the Jews in all parts of the World during 
the last twenty-four Centuries.” He forgot that the proposed 
‘* History is not proposed to be sent-forth on the wide world by 
an enterprising speculator for the purpose of realising a large for- 
tune, but for the humbler purpose of being published in a weekly 
paper, which cannot afford auch space for any oii subject, how- 
ever excellent or valuable that subject may be; and finally, he 
seems utterly to overlook the fact that “ the prize for such a work” 
is not offered by the Jewish nation, nor even by a society of Jewish 
members, but by a single non-wealthy individual, not because he 
wants such a work by way of business, but for the laudable purpose 
of encouraging the stucy of the subject among all classes of his 
co-religionists. Looking at it iu this light, 1 trust that many of 
your readers who have had the advantage of a good education will 
avail themselves of this opportunity of studying a subject, which, 
though it may not add a single stiver to their pockets, may yet 
store their minds with wisdom and knowledyve; and though there 
san be but one winner, and the amount of the prize be but £5, it 
is yet a full third of the sum originally paid for “ Paradise Lost.” 

Ere I conclude, permit me to acknowledge vour courtesy in 
forwarding to me a few shects of the TIDDPR “23 (Treasures of 
Oxford). If report speaks truth, the work will make its debit 
enjoving the patronage and good-will of two of the brightest orna- 
ments of tlie Jewish race—Dr ‘Adler and Sir Moses Montefiore. 
This is as it should be; let but the love of literature be cultivated 
and encouraged among the British Jews, and England will yet 
have cause to be prow! of its Jews, proud of its merchantmen, as 
it is of its men-of-war. 

If (as I may be allowed to suppose) the sample before me is a 
fair specimen of the whole work, your high-sounding title 
TMDDPN 123 (The Treasures of Oxford), will not be altogether an 
Oriental exaygeration. The names of Messrs. Dukes and Edel- 
man, which are connecied with this. work, stamp it with a gua- 
rantee that the book, though smail in balk, will be great in merit; 
and when I add, that yourself, the.‘* Alpha and the Omega” of the 
present Jewish press in England, are at the editorial helm of the 
work, I can hardly be accused of being too sanguine, if I venture 
to predict that the work will meet with every encouragement and 
support. I remain, Sir, with great respect, yours faithfully, 

Hertz Ben Pincnas. 


* “ Da kein bestimmter Zeitraum angegeben ist, ob man z. 5. die Geschichte 
der Juden in Spania, oder in Frant eich, oder in Begded schreiben soll, so 
ist zu entnehmen, dass man die Geschichte derselben uberhaupt in allen 
Liindern und zu allen Zeiten, d.h. in einem Zeitraum von 2,400 Jahren 
schreiben soll. Eine solche Geschichte aber kann kein einzeluer Mensch 
schreiben, da die Quellen, worin diese Geschichte zerstreuet ist, zu zahlreich 
sind, und ausserdem in zu verschiedenen Sprachen geschrieben sind, die 
selten e*> einzelner Mensch versteht.’’ 
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THE SURFACE-LIBERALITY OF THE PRESENT AGE; 


Ox, Comments on Tor May Nemper or tue 
University MaGazine.” 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Sir,—I am often forced to regret the want of greater union 
among the literary members of our faith, and that there is not a 
society formed by them to watch the pseudo-liberality of the 
periodical literature of this country, and to show the animus of its 
different scribes, many of whom profess high catholic morality, 
and yet too often betray their latent virulent prejudice, whenever 
they can, and, whether deservedly or undeservedly, impugn the 
Jews, or revive the worst and foulest passions of the darkest ages 
against us, even if their better judgment assure them that they 
are promulgating perverted and unfounded fictions. 

These reflections were forced upon me by reading, in the 
Dublin University Magazine of this month, an article entitled “ A 
few more Random Records of a Rambler in ‘thé East ;” in which 
the writer, in the very worst taste of quasi-morality, has revived 
the horrid libel of the Damascus affair. (We give the extract 
below.) The writer does not show that we use blood, either in 
our food or in religious ceremonies: but repeats an idle gossipping 
storv, which he still affects to doubt. Why, then, pollute the 
pages of s ch a clever work by such a tale? How, if acquainted 
with the Biblical institutions, wherein it states, “ flesh thou mayest 
eat, but the J/vod, which is the life thereof, thou shalt not eat,” 
could this gossipping rambler dare give the story—that Padré 
Thomaso and his servant were murdered, their blood received in 
a cauldron, and afterwards bottled for religions purposes? ‘This 
sapient traveller talks very flippantly of the Rabbins; let him 
read their injunctions connected with blood, and he will learn that 
any portion of a dead body (the minutest quantity of blood in- 
cluded) renders a Jew unclean, and consequently unfit for the 
perfurmance of any religious service ; and then let him blush for 
having revived a gross, heartless, and foul slander ! 

Having called your attention to this most flagrant act of literary 
injustice, I leave “ the random rambler” in your hands, and remain, 

Yours most truly, 


Brighton, May Gth, 1850. Li 


Extract. | 


This Padré, a medical practitioner of some note, much respected 
by the Jews of the city, with whom he had extensive intercourse, went 
out one fine day to pay a visit at the house of a wealthy Jew, named 
(if I mistake not) David Harari. Not turning up before the evening, 
the Padré’s servant, Ibrahim, went in search of his master, with the 


intention of calling at Harari’s domicile. From that day to this, neither 
master nor man were ever heard of. : 

This very mysterious circumstance caused no small stir in Damas- 
cus; seven Jews were arrested on suspicion by the ‘Turkish govern- 
ment, one of whom was put to the torture, under which he immediately 
expired, while an eighth unfortunate, who came forward to give 
evidence in favour of his countrymen, was arrested as an accomplice, 
and hurried into eternity almost simultaneously with the first of the 
seven. After depositions of various witnesses having been taken, the 
judicial investigation was put an end to by foreign’ intervention, in a 


manner not exactly satisfactory to the public. | 


Now for my part of the story. A medical man, with whom I be- 
came acquainted in Damascus, and who appeared to have an intimate 
knowledge of the details of the case, assured me of the following fact: 
“He had,” he said, “some years after the disappearance of this 
Thomaso, been called in to visit a dying woman at Beyrout. This 
woman believed her hours were numbered, and having, in her own 
opinion, but a brief time to live, was desirous of communicating to the 
doctor a dreadful secret which lay heavy on her mind. She said, she 
had been a domestic of the Jew in whose house Padré Thomaso was 
suspected to have been murdered ; that the alleged murder had been 
actually perpetrated in that house, and that she had witnessed the deed. 
She informed the doctor, that, on the day of the murder, she, with 
the other females of the establishment, was locked in an upper room; 
a chink in the mud wall, however, enabled her to see down into the 
central court in the interior of the building. Here she saw the Padre 
enter unattended; he was immediately seized by a party of Jews who 


lay in wait for him, was then dragged into an empty cauldron—placed | 


in the court, as she believed, expressly for the purpose—then stabbed 
with knives by several of the persons who had seized him, and suffered 
gradually to bleed to death ; the blood, which flowed into the bottom’ 
of the vessel, was instantly taken out by the murderers, poured into 
bottles, and transported thence to various parts of the Jews’ quarter. 

“ This woman further stated, that the Padré’s servant, Ibrahim, 
arriving in the evening in search of his master, was put to death in the 
very same manner. She also hinted that the revolting act was per- 
petrated, not through ill-will to the Padre, but for the purpose of per- 
forming some sacred rites connected with the approaching Passover.” 


P.S. Since writing the above, I have been favoured with No.25 
of the Asmonean (a New York Jewish paper), in which there is a 
most excellent letter, and an able leading article, in reply to a 
similar slanderous revival of the Damascus tragedy, which slander 
appeared in the Vew York Zerald.—lt. L. L. 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Sir,—The highly praiseworthy effort of the proprietor of the 
Jewish Chronicle, to diffuse a knowledge of the trve interpretation 
of the prophecies amongst our Jewish brethren, by means of 
essays, commencing as I perceive with a translation and commen- 
tary on the 7th, 8th, 52nd, and 53rd chapters of Isaiah, together 
with a Post-Biblical history of our nation, calls forth my most 
heartfelt thanks ; and in furtherance of this laudable design, I 
beg to be allowed to add my mite (I would I could spare more), 
as well as to suggest that a shilling subscription be opened to 
obtain sufficient funds for the especial purpose of increasing the 
amount of the prizes to be awarded hereafter, and I subscribe 
myself, Sir, your constant Reader, 

London, May 13, 1850. PutLo-JuDAEUS. 


P.S. Have the kindness to acknowledge in the Chronicle the 
safe receipt of the enclosed half-sovereign, which I am desirous 
should be applied in raising the prizes already announced from 
five pounds to as many guineas, or should you not approve of this 
application, which in fact may disturb existing arrangements, then 
let it be considered as the commencement of the proposed shilling 
fund, or included im the next award of prizes, should my sug- 
gestion (of a Shilling Fund) not be acted upon. 


( The half sovereign has been received; and we fully approve of 
our correspondent’s proposal to raise an additional sum by a 
shilling subscription, in order better to remunerate writers of the 
prize essays. ‘The matter is now before the public who, we trust, 
will respond to the call by awakening the slumbering spirit of 
Jewish literature in England. The letters we receive from 
various quarters are quite encouraging ; and we doubt not that if 
this first attempt to rouse Jewish literature in England succeeds, 
it will be supported by the middle and humbler classes, to whom 
we look with much sanguineness.—Ep. Jew. Chron. | 


Posen.—A great flood lately took place here, but the Jewish 
quarters entirely escaped inundation; the Jews lent every assistance 
to rescue the sufferers, and through their strenuous exertions 
immense property was saved which otherwise would have fallen a 
sacrifice to the ravaging element. So great was the aid of the 
Israelites on the occasion that the High President of the provinces 
of Posen returned them his grateful thanks in the general news- 


paper. 

Warsaw, April 8th.—Additional oppressive taxes are imposed 
on those Israelites who are inclined to wear the old Polish dress. 
Thousands are suffering through privation of food and paying 
heavy imposts, yet they would rather suffer starvation than be 
compelled to put on other costume than that which their fore- 
fathers were accustomed to wear. 


Mr. Havevi.—Our co-religionist, Mr. Halevi the celebrated 
composer, recently arrived here from Paris to superintend the 
production of his opera, la Tempesta, at Her Majesty’s Theatre, 
and M. Scribe also is expected. | 
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FORM OF PRAYER AND THANKSGIVING TO 
ALMIGHTY GOD 


For the safe Delivery of Her Majesty the Queen of a Prince, recited in 
all the Synagogues of the U wited Congregations of the British Empire, 
on Sabbath the 11th of May, 5610. 


LADY QUEEN VICTORIA, 95857, 
Syn Sy pm on Nox 
me nonin wos Ja ws 
PRINCE ALBERT wy OY 
TH. WIN TON Mey 
DY ALBERT EDWARD PRINCE OF, WALES, 


TDN 


oN 


(TRANSLATION.) 


Auaicuty Gop, Lord of mercy! Thou who art full of compassion 
and aboundest in grace: marvellous are ‘Thy works, too profound to be 
comprehended, too numerous to be told. Upon Thee we are cast 
from the womb, and Thou art our support and our strength on our 
mothers’ breasts. We appear before ‘hee with thanksgiving for Thy 


mercy, which is renewed every morning, and for Thy goodness which | 


Thou hast bestowed upon us, in assisting and strengthening our illus- 
trious Sovereign Lady Queen VICTORIA in the hour of her travail, 
when Thou didst relieve her, so that she was safely delivered of a 
Prince. 

Let thy Providence be on the tender infant, on the branch of Thy 
planting; watch over and shelter his life; let no evil befall him; and 
may he grow as an olive plant by the rivers of water. 

Shepherd of nations, through whom rulers govern! Thou hast 
placed our Queen Sovereign upon the roval throne of her ancestors : 
with her arm she gathereth the lambs, and carrieth the young ones in 
her bosom ; from the rising of the sun unto the setting thereof, myriads 
dwell under her sceptre. We also, Thy people and the flock of Thy 


pasture, we beseech Thee to establish her throne even as the moon— 
everlastingly. Prolong her life and that of her royal consort, Prince 
ALBERT, who furthers prosperity in the land, and finds his joy in 


deeds of benevolence. Exalt their glory, and grant that the example 
of their virtues may long continue to shine with wide-spread lustre. 

All bountiful Lord, Thou who rememberest the virtues of the parents 
unto their children, bestow Thy blessing upon the youthful Prince, in 
whom a future generation shall rejoice, the heir to the throne, ALBERT 
Epwarp, Prince of Wales, together with all the royal scions. Pour 
out upon them Thy Spirit, the Spirit of knowledge and wisdom, and 
let them to all eternity shine as the stars. Let all the Royal Family 
be compassed with favour as with a shield. 

Be merciful, O Lord, unto us; let Thy countenance shine upon 
this happy country; may peace flourish in the land, love and truth 
meet, and righteousness and prosperity kiss each other; in our days 
may Judah be saved, and Israel dwell in safety ; and may the Redeemer 
come unto Zion. Amen. 3 


Translation of Moses Mendelssohn's epitaph in our last number, by a 
Jewish youth, of Hull, twelve years of age. 


Lily of the valley, joy of thy husband, how art thou cut off in the 
midst of thy days! 

Thy thread is severed in the morning of thy beauty, extinguished is 
thy sun, thy shining light. 

O Rachel my beloved! image of dove ! how hast thou hastened to 
avert thy face ! 

Where is my crown? asketh the husband ; where is our honoured one? — 
asketh she who bore thee : 

My mother, my mother, crieth the boy, why hast thou forsaken me at 
my birth, 

And I had not tasted thy sweet milk, thy flowing words and the honey 
of thy lips. 

A virtuous and domestic wife, thou didst extend thy hand to the poor 
and needy ; 

Thou lovedst God and man, and the law of mercy was a collar round 
thy neck. 

Heavenly star, thou hast left this earth, thou didst desire to return to 
thy celestial abode. 

Mighty angels on their wings have borne thee to the garden of thy 
delizht— 

Thy soul hath fled, God hath taken it, the silent dove is with its 
Creator. 


We direct the attention of our readers residing in the eastern 
part of the metropolis to the advertisement in our present 
number, of a concert which will take place at Sussex Hall, on 
Monday next, when Herr Ernst, the great violinist, will make his 
first appearance in the city, and the concert will be supported by 
Miss Catherine Hayes, Herr Stigelli, Herr Wilhelm Kuhe, the 
Hungarian vocalists, and a host of talent. We doubt not that the 
results of the entertainment will answer the expectation of the 
able caterer, as we may safely say that one of the most brilliant 
assemblies of talent that has ever taken place in this Hall will be 
met with on the occasion. 


Dusiix.—A_ Correspondent informs us that the Rev. 
Dr. Schiller-Szinessy, the translator of the poem which appeared 
in our last number, delivered a lecture at the Dublin Synagogue, 
on the last day of Passover to the great delight of the congrega- 
tion. Dr. Schiller-Szinessy, it will be recollected, is also the 
author of the eloquent appeal to his brother ministers, in 1846, on 
behalf of the Jews then emigrating from Russia on account of 
great hardships. This appeal we then transferred from the Orient 
to our columns. ‘The Rev. Dr. has also published two pamphlets 
against the extreme innovations attempted by the assembly of 
liabbies in Germany some years ago. We are indebted to him 
for the eloquent sermon for Pentecost which appears in this 
number, and which we have rendered into the vernacular for the 
benefit of our English readers. 


RABBINICAL PROVERBS. 


There is a great difference between one who has bread in his 
basket and him who has none. [ Wealth gives courage. | 

Blessed is he who shows repentance while he continues strong 
and vigorous. 
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OBITUARY. 

Departed this life, on Thursday, the 9th instant, Mr. Samuel Coleman, of 
No. 147, Houndsditch, leaving behind him a numerous circle of relatives and 
friends to lament his loss, 


TO CORRESPONDENTS, 
ez" Correspondents are respectfully informed that no notice can be taken 
of Communications unless preeet:/4 authenticated. 
We are requested to state, that the nuptials of Vir. Judah Solomon and Miss 
Adele Emanuel were solemnised on the 10th ultimo, and not on the 
30th, as noticed in No. 215. 


In the press, and shortly will be published, 


REASL EES OF OXFORD,” 


EING Compositions by the most eminent ancient Hebrew Writers, faith- 


fully Copied from Manuscripts in the Bodleian Library, Ostord, by Rabbi 
H. EpetmMaNn and Mr. Leovotp Dukes, with Notes. Edited and Translated 
by M. H. Bresstav, Editor of the Jercish Chronicle. 
“With the view of furthering the objects of the compilers, the following 
Gentlemen have kindly consented to receive the Names of Subscribers: — 
Tue Rev. Dre. Apuer, Cuter Rapst. 
SAMPSON SAMUEL. Esq, 
GUEDALLA Esq, 
Water Joserus, Esa. 


Jews and General Literary and Scicntiiic 
Eustitution, 
SUSSEX HALL, LEADENHALL STREET. 
GENERAL MEETING of the Contributors to the Fund for a Memo- 
rial to the late Hanancl de Castro, 'sq., President of the Institution, 
will he held in the Committee-room, on Wednesday, May 22, 1550, when a 
Resolution of the Provisional Committee will be submitted for adoption. 
The chair to be taken at 8 o'clock. 
Members and Subscribers are earnestly invited to attend. 


M. T. LEVITT, Hon. Sec. of the Provisional Committee.. 
MORRIS. S. OPPENHEIM, Secretary. 


Sussex Hall, Leadenhall Street. 
ERNST AND CATHERINE MAYS. 
GRAND VOCAL AND INSTRUMENTAL CONCERT will take place 
on Monday evening, the 20th of May, when the following eminent 
Artistes will have the honour to appear: 
Herr ERNST, the great Violinist, 
Mists CATHERINE HAYS (who will sing several of her most favourite songs), 
Madlic. GRAUMANN, Madile. THERESE MAGNER, 
Herr STIGELLI, Signor MARCHESI, Herr MAYERHOFER, 
THE CELEBRATED HUNGARIAN VOCALISTS, 
Herr Wm. KUHE, Mr. AP THOMAS, the cclebrated Harpist. 
Mr, A. SEDG WICK, and Mr. BARTON, 


Doors open at Seven, and commence at Eight o'clock. 


Tickets to be had of the Secretary, at the Hall, and of all Music-sellers in 
the City. 


Jewish Boarding Academy; for, Young 
Ladies. 


4, Lansdowne Villas, New Brompton. 

HE MISSES MILLINGEN, late of St. Peter’s Square, Hammersmith, 
beg to inform their Friends, that they receive a limited number of Young 
aulies (cither as Boarding or Daily Pupils) for Instruction in Polite Literature, 
Music, Drawing, etc., and trust, by assiduous attention to the Morals, Health, 
and General Improvement of the Pupils entrusted to them, to merit the patron- 

age of those who may honour them with their confidence. 

Terms for Boarders :— 

Including Hebrew, Euglish, French, Writing, Arithmetic, Geo- 
graphy, History, Music (by a Professor), and Plain and Orna- 


Per Annum. 


mental Needlework - - - - - - 26 Guineas. 
Under Eight Years of Age - - - - - 3 in 
Extras :— Per Quarter. 
Drawing, Dancing, and Singing (by a Professor) = —- £1 1. O each, 
German and Italian - - - 145: 


Further particulars may be obtained of the Misses Millingen, as above, and at 
14, Soho Square. 3 


Birming hain. 


R. & MRS, HARRIS respectfully inform the Hebrew Community of Bir- 
mingham, that in consequence of the Advertisement for a Hebrew Tutor, 

it is their intention to commence m’y/y a Hebrew and English Academy for 
Young Ladies and Gentlemen, ov Sunday the 23rd of June next, to be con- 
ducted on such principles as, they trust, will meet with general approbation, For 


terms and further particulars, apply at No. 31, Newhall Street, Birmingham. 
May 12th, 1560, 


Society for KRelicving the Jewish Poor in 
Contined Mourning. 


FOUNDED A.M, 5505, 1545. 
PATRON, J. DEPRIES, ESQ, 


TO THE GOVERNORS, SUBSCRIBERS, AND PRIENDS OF THE ADOVE SOCIETY, 
| presuming to lay sore vou a statement of the Income 


and Expenditure of the above Society, beg leave to call the attention of the 


to the adequacy of their means to bring this stitution to that 
degree ol bearing their most strenuous exertions require 


‘ it 
: amd, in so doing, trust 

y may obtain the efficient support of a gonerous and svnipathetic public— 
thy for the aff ted, and a Cause Te the ration of the Jewish 
will, they are pee ries ily aware, d ne ae lude om parts tos nable 
them to inercase the sumber of their subscribers and cot 


kind attention to the Iate direfal scourge wh 


ors; and in calling vou 
ils by the will of Provider ’ 

Visit all calling Ls more espe mliv our prevent r brethren 


dist) decreased their sinall funds so ity compels then to 


make a second appeal te vour eharitable and philanthrome feelings. Svinp tiny 


vith the afliet ths Which (its tue ratiicr 


le ‘for a more exicuded and ¢ bo abi to their an appe il 


which the daily increasing demands upon their its re pronrpts them to propose, 
and thes to r cancnnvcneec ana sup] Ti. 

In the direful bercavement of a rein ive, | truly ressing the affliction 
d ‘press the hummen heor., even of the wen hy: how mach more ay naling does 
the misery fall where the pangs of poverty call fer pocuriary assistance; this is 
the principal aim of their cndeavour-, ani im this hace have enceceded to a 
extent, Durtug the bricf existence of Society, 600 famites have been 
relieved from its fn vis, tl earnest! 7 “fi iently he that by 


your kind and valuable tiey mayv be to tie same rchef tv all 


deserving applicants, 
in Moariing, From Jane 12th, 1248, to Mag Yat, 


penditare 
To balanee, as per last ac- By $29 Applicants relieved 89° 11 
18 3} Printing. Stationery.&ec, 4 
Cush, per Collections Hlecter’s Commission 9 12 
Speculation at the Gie- 95 Loss per Speculation at 
at Sussex Hall... 18 12 0 ilire of Committee Room 4. 7 


£185 19 7} £155 19 
lite “ee As BARXNE 
Audited and found correct, (1. 5.) A Ba 

Davis 
Funds, £72 10 7} in hands of Treasurer. 

Donations and Subscriptions will be thankfully reecived and duly acknow- 
ledged by Mr, S. Sepac, President, Mr. 11. Isaacs, Vice-President, 
Mr. 8. L. Lyons, Treasurer, Mr M. Dernies, 1. V.P., 147, Houndsditch, 
Jewish Chronicle Office, 24, Honndsditch, and by Mr. P. Hyam, Hon, 
Sec., 14, Bevis Marks, by whom all communications will be duly attended to, 


All applications to be addressed to Mr. P. Levy, 55, Uowadsditch, or to 
Mr. A. VANDERLYN, 105, Houndsditch., 


An Apprentice Wanted 
BUSIN wiil be treated as one of the Family,— A 


Small Premium expected, For Address, etc., apply at the Jewish Chro- 
nicle Office, 24, Houndsditech, 


Wanted, 
Respectable Young Man, as an Assistant, also a Youth, as an Appren- 


tice, at L. Ahiborn and Co.'s Haberdashery, Toy, and Fancy Establish- 
ment, Liverpool. 


STRONG ACTIVE YOUTH, of about 14 years of Age, as an Appren- 
A tice to the Pawnbroking and Genera! Sale Trade. A Premium will be 
required, Apply to Mr, L, Jonas, Pawnbroker and Salesman, Duke Street, 
Chelmsford, Essex. 


FIRST RATE SALESMAN at Myer’s Clothing Establishment, 27, Wig- 
more Street, Cavendish Square ; aud Two Strong Active Young Men, one 


Shopman, and one Light Porter, Apply, in first instance, by letter only, directed 
as above, 


‘Printed for the Proprietor, Joseph Mitchell, at the Printing Office, Cireus Place, London 
W all, by John Wertheimer, of No. 1, Circus Place, London Wall, and published by 
Eiward Ward, 54, Paternoster-row, and may be had at the Jewish Chronicle Offices 


24, Houndsditch, in the City ef London, Thursday, May 16, 1850, 
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